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The readings for January 22, the 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time. 

 First Reading: Zephaniah: 2:3, 3:12-13  
 Second Reading: 1st Corinthians 1:26-31 
 Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12a 

 
 
   1. "Beatitude" means blessedness or being blessed. Beatitude is the gate through which we 
enter the Kingdom of God. They stand at the doorway to Jesus’ sermons and as the standard for 
holiness. Jesus calls us to “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”(Mt 4:17). The 
Kingdom of God is not a future event promised at the end of our lives. Beatitude is the 
reign of God, His Kingdom, coming to you now. Beatitude is the blessing of being in God’s 
presence. 
 
   2. The Beatitudes are not a simple moral code to follow. Beatitude finds its meaning in 
Christ. (CCC #1831). In Baptism, we receive new life in His name. We are baptized into His 
death so that, by dying to sin, we can share in His divine life. The blessedness of God is His 
desire to be in communion with each of us. 
 
   3. The desire for true holiness is the desire for communion with God the Father, through 
Jesus Christ, in the Holy Spirit. The blessings are how the Lord God makes Himself present 
to us. Sharing in His life means to be fully alive with the Holy Spirit. In the Beatitudes, the 
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Lord knocks on the door of your heart and soul. Will we let Him in? Do we embrace the 
blessed life in communion with God? 
 
   4. The life of holiness will contradict the world we live in. “God chose the foolish of the world 
to shame the wise, and the weak of the world to shame the strong (Second Reading). Life in 
communion with God transforms our hearts, mind, and soul. The Beatitudes are God's presence 
in our lives as He walks with us every step of the way. According to St Augustine, each 
Beatitude is a result of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
 
   5. In the Beatitudes, God reveals His presence and the blessedness received. To be a disciple 
and enter the Kingdom means to be blessed by God in this life 
.  


